
BERKELEY NEUROSCIENCE RESEARCH

My name is Dr. Rob White, and I am working with Professor Mark D'Esposito on this project at the 
University of  California, Berkeley.

We are recruiting individuals with mild or moderate Parkinson's Disease for a functional MRI 
experiment. We typically begin with a prescreening session (1-1.5 hour), that will involve meeting  
with a board-certified neurologist (myself) to assess your eligibility for the study and to complete 
some questionnaires and behavioral testing. In some cases, if  you have been seen previously at 
UCSF or the VA, the prescreening session may not be necessary.

The study itself  involves 2 sessions, scheduled at your convenience. In one session, we would like 
you to withhold taking your usual Parkinson's medication the night before and morning of  the 
testing. For the other session, we would like you to take your medication as usual. There will be at 
least one week between the sessions. We expect that each experimental session will take 3-4 hours,  
including about 1 hour in the MRI scanner, of  which you will be performing a task for about 40 
minutes.

In this study, you will have the opportunity to be included in the Despo Gene Database. Joining the  
database involves providing a single saliva sample at one of  your sessions.  The saliva sample will be 
genotyped for a small number of  genes related to cognition. These genotypes are completely 
confidential, and will be used to interpret your behavioral and fMRI results.

You will have a chance to learn more and ask questions about the different parts of  the experiment 
at the prescreening session. We will reimburse your time at the rate of  $20/hour, as well as any travel 
expenses. We are also able to provide a driver who can transport you to and from our lab at UC 
Berkeley. 

If  you think you meet all the criteria (and none of  the exclusions) listed below, please email or call  
me to schedule a time for the session. We are happy to answer any questions you may have over 
email or phone.

berkeleyneuroresearch@gmail.com

(415) 691-7658

You need to meet the following criteria:

Mild or moderate Parkinson’s disease (only mild impairment in balance; physically independent)
Taking medications for PD and willing to stop meds for one session
Very fluent in English (preferably a native speaker)
Right-handed
Non-smoker
Normal color vision
Please let us know if  you wear glasses

EXCLUSIONS:  You may not take part in this study if  you have:

mailto:berkeleyneuroresearch@gmail.com


A known major systemic disease
A history of  major psychiatric disorder
A pacemaker or heart rhythm disturbance
A history of  head trauma (unconscious>5 minutes)
Cognitive impairment or dementia
A recent recreational drug use (>10 times)
A history of  claustrophobia (afraid of  a small space)
Any medical contraindication to MRI scanning
Metal clips in your brain or tattoos above your neck
Any body jewelry or piercings that are not removable
Women who are currently pregnant

We are also recruiting healthy older adults as a control group, so spouses, family members, and 
friends who are interested in participating in PD research are welcome to contact us.  The criteria are 
largely the same (minus the PD component). I am happy to provide more details to people who are 
interested. 

Sincerely,

Rob White, M.D., Ph.D.

Postdoctoral Fellow
D'Esposito Laboratory
University of  California, Berkeley
http://despolab.berkeley.edu


